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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

-- 1 out of every 4 workers contacts chemicals on the job.1 out of every 4 workers contacts chemicals on the job.

-- In many cases, the chemicals at work are no more dangerousIn many cases, the chemicals at work are no more dangerous
than those at home.than those at home.

-- Workplace situations will usually have a greater exposure,Workplace situations will usually have a greater exposure,
concentrations are higher and exposure time is longer.concentrations are higher and exposure time is longer.

-- OSHA implemented Hazard Communication Standard orOSHA implemented Hazard Communication Standard or
the “Right to Know Law” in the 1980’s.the “Right to Know Law” in the 1980’s.
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OVERVIEW OF REGULATIONS ANDOVERVIEW OF REGULATIONS AND
STANDARDSTANDARD

-- Intention is to help make the workplace safer.Intention is to help make the workplace safer.

-- States that all employees have a “right to know” whatStates that all employees have a “right to know” what
chemicals you are working with or around.chemicals you are working with or around.

-- Requires that all chemicals be fully evaluated for possibleRequires that all chemicals be fully evaluated for possible
physical or health hazards.physical or health hazards.

-- All information relating to these hazards is to be availableAll information relating to these hazards is to be available
to employees.  to employees.  
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REGULATION & STANDARD CONTINUEDREGULATION & STANDARD CONTINUED

-- Involves anyone who comes into contact with chemicals.Involves anyone who comes into contact with chemicals.

-- Everyone needs to know what they work with and how toEveryone needs to know what they work with and how to
protect themselves.protect themselves.

-- Training & written materials inform you about chemicalsTraining & written materials inform you about chemicals
that you work with.that you work with.

-- Always ask questions of your supervisor about chemicalAlways ask questions of your supervisor about chemical
use, use, MSDS’sMSDS’s and the company’s written program if you and the company’s written program if you 
are not sure. are not sure. 


